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REVELATION XX. 4. 


T ſaw thrones, and they ſat them, and judgment Was given unto 
| them, and I ſaw the ſouls of them that were beheaded for the witneſs 
of Feſus, and for w” word of God, and which had not worſhipped 
the beaſt, neither bis image, neither bad received his mark upon their 
* or in their bands z and they lived and reigned with Chriſt 
@ thouſand years. \ 


HERE is no part of Holy Scripture that hath been 
| 2 treated with more contempt and ſcorn, nor any part 
thereof, that hath * more wreſted than the Revela- 


tion of St. John. heſy. which is what this Reve- 
lation is declared to de, Ig God NR of what is to come to pals ; 


and as it is not proper for map to know the times or the ſeaſons, 


which God the F ather > bach put in his own power, nor but little of 


what is coming on in the appointed courſe of this world, till events 
confirm the truth, and explain the myſterious terms of propheſy ; 
therefore of this book of propheſy, which is very extenſive, even 
from the time it was given in, unto the end of this world, there 
can be but little thereof ſeen by man ; yet any man may be, and the 
man who doth confine his view within due bounds, will be bleſſed in 
reading and hearing the words of this propheſy, and in keeping thoſe 
things that are written therein, 

What ſeems to have been a great cauſe of the Holy Scri tures 
having been wreſted by the inhabitants of this country, and that 
much to their deſtruction, ſeems to have been that which ſhould have 
been for their welfare and happineſs, their having the Holy Scrip- 
tures tranſlated into their natiye tongue, for . ey are for hearing 
without the appointed Preachers, or Miniſters of che Goſpel. A 
tranſlation affordeth light to the ignorant, but a light where there 1s 
no other advantage, obſcure and eaſily to be extinguiſhed, the truth 
of this may be ſeen from a _ view of the Holy Scriptures, 10 

a | e 
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The Holy Scriptures are the Revelation of the will of God in 
man's redemption and ſalvation, not the word of man, nor to be 
treated as ſuch, but to be regarded as the word of God Almighty 
infinitely wiſe and knowing; and all the wiſdom and knowledge that 
we can obtain herein, cannot be obtained but by aſſiduous ſollicita- 


tion in the means he hath appointed, and by making a due uſe of 


what is given; it would be as far beneath the wiſdom of God, to ſa- 
tisfy the curioſity of the captiouſly inquiſitive, in the Revelation of 
his will, as it would be to gratify the covetous in their deſires, or 
the vain and ambitious in their views, by the direction of his good 
and all- diſpoſing Providence, which is ever found to diſappoint them. 
Revelation being founded on the truth of God the Father's eternal 
purpoſe, for the redemption and ſalvation of man, from the conti- 
nuance of the heing of man, 1s like the pillar of the cloud, which 
God p'aced between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Iſrael, darkneſs to ſome and light to others, and none have eyes, and 
cannot ſee the light of Holy Scripture, nor ears, and cannot hear the 
truth thereof, but they who ought to have ſuch eyes and ſuch ears 
from whom the Goſpel is hid, 1t is hid by Almighty God, in whoſe 
ſight every creature 1s manifeſt, and all things naked and open unto 
his eyes; and as in the courſe and continuance of the material world, 
there is nothing but anſwers the purpoſe of its being permitted to 
exiſt, ſo in the moral world no man, whether good or bad, liveth or 
dieth to himſelf ; and when God the judge of all ſhall finally diſplay 
his juſtice, and reveal his righteang judgment, he will then be juſt- 
fied in all the ſayings of his revealed will, for the redemption and 
ſalvation of man, as well as in all his appointments for the courſe of 
the continuance of this world, the end of all things is at hand “, 
things are in their appointed courſe, until all ſhall be gloriouſly cloſed, 

The devil ſeduced man from the happy ſtate he was created in, 
and betrayed him into darkneſs, pride, rebellion, and miſery like 
his own, by propoiing the greateſt increaſe of his knowledge, in 
knowing good and evil as God ; how great this darkneſs, and how 
boundleſs this pride is, an inſtance hereof may be ſeen in thoſe who 
caſt off their faith, and patient abiding on God's goodneſs for their 
happineſs, their confidence which hath ſo great recompence of re- 
ward, for herein they ſct up. their will above the will of God, and 
when they cannot bring the divine knowledge to a level with their 
own darkneſs, proudly arraigning it, they make it inferior thereto ; 
and theſe fort of perſons, when thro' conceit of their ſcience, they 
give a looſe to their tongue or their pen, it is not a leſs miracle to 


Epheſ. iii. 10. 


| bring 
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bring to truth and to filence them, than it is to-make the dumb 
beaſt * ſpeak. 64:5 | 

Diſputes with thoſe who have their part with unbelievers are 
endleſs, their pride in wrangling being as great as that darkneſs in 
which they are loſt ; yet thus to judge from the ſtrongeſt appearance 
of the preſent evil ſtate of men, that they are thus reprobate, no 
room left for their repentance, but all opportunity thereof taken 
from them is ſpiritual pride in ſeeing others faults, and overlooking 
our own; for an evil heart of unbelief, is in fact the heart we are too 
ſubject unto ; we ſhould hope that that time of further tryal and 
e, affliction may be extended to thoſe, who at preſent disbe- 
lieve and deſpiſe the riches of God's mercy and goodneſs in his re- 
vealed will, which may lead them to repentance; but till ſome ſign 
of their repentance is ſeen, it is by no means prudent to caſt this 

pearl at their feet, for nothing leſs can bring a man to an hardened 
disbelief of the myſtery of godlineſs, by being credulous in the my- 
ſtery of iniquity, than deferved outer darkneſs, but ſuch determi- 
nate ſtate of darkneſs in man, it is not for the human eye to ſee; 
wicked men indeed by their public, profeſſed and ſcandalous impiety 
and prophaneneſs, condemn themſelves in the ſight of men; neither 
raſh, nor cenſorious in their judgmeat, for from that judging of 
others, which reaſon dictates, we cannot, we ought not to refrain, 
nor from properly ſhewing our reſentment thereof, and all the fa- 
vourable opinion conceived in generous and good minds of thoſe 
by wham affences are ſcen to come, is founded on their repentance. 

Propoſing that what ſhall be treated of in this diſcourſe, on the 
Reign of Saints or Chriſtians for a thouſand years, ſignified unto St. 
John, ſhall be promotive of that love of man, and of that humi- 
lity, which our pure religion requires from us, founded on that fear 
and love of God which keeps us unſpotted from the world, and that 
what is ſaid hereon ſhall be within the apprehenſion of a man but of 
common and of ordinary underſtanding, and uſeful to fuch as think 
not more highly of themſelves than what they ought to think, but 
think of themſelves as members in one body, whatever office the 
may have; I ſhall mention firſt ſome general obſervations on the — 
of Revelation, and a general truth of our Holy Religion, before 1 
come to treat of the words, choſen the ſubject of this Jiſcourſe. 

The firſt part of the book of Revelation, contains Propheſies 
concerning the ſtate of the ſeven churches, which were in Aſia, and 
theſe propheſies were directed to the Biſhops preſiding in thoſe 


Of modern apoſtates Monſieur Voltaire appears the greateſt; and conſidering his 
age, and the pertneſs, the ſubtilty and the baſeneſs, with which be hath carried on 
his apoſtacy, he muſt be owned to' be a very ſurprizing perſon, and fit to be placed 
among the greateſt collection of monſters, there to be gazed at. | 

| churches, 


_— - —— 
_ — F z 4 
—— ———— ͤ —ùöàwÜs: —— — 


— — 
— 


— — 
—— 


— 9 _ 
—— — - — - 
— — — 


— 
* ; 


— ey — — 
——— — 


— —— — 
—— — - _ 


— —— — —— 2 


—— — — — a >. heat 


— S 7 — — — 
— ws — — 


PR 
-- + — Ae 
— —ä— — — 


——B way . ͤ.V .. ⅛ͤ̃ʃ-ͤe.! . os 
. * a Pg © — — 5 - 

4 © <_—_ — — 

— — —— - 


8 
9636＋˙·'e'i! 4 


6 On Tus MILLENNIUM. 


churches, by our moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and were ſo inter- 
preted and explained, that to thoſe concerned, and who lived at that 
time, there could be no difficulty in underſtanding what was the 
meaning thereof ; and men were called on to hear and regard what 
was not numbered among the ſecret things of God, but thus plainly 
revealed concerning the ſeven churches in Aſia ; but in the other part 
of this book, a Mnrery was made to St. John, the moſt beloved 
diſciple of our Lord and Saviour, of the awful and glorious majeſty 
and power of Almighty God, and of his eternal Son, too extenſive, 
high and myſterious - tor the human ſight,. being what can be only 
ſeen 1n part, either in what a plain interpretation was given, or where 
facts come to paſs have rendered it eaſily to be ſeen by all, but thoſe 
who hate the light given. There is nothing that concerns our hap- 
pineſs revealed in the will of God, but what the learned and unlearn- 
ed may know to their comfort and bleſſing; and great thanks are 
due to thdſe learned and good men, who have dedicated their time 
and pains in reading this book of propheſy for their good intent, 
that others might hear the words thereof, and keep thoſe things 
which are written therein ; and it 1s only pride and preſumption that 
induces the unlearned to wreſt this Holy Scripture ; pride, which 
even hides truth from the moſt learned, and leaves them in the worſt 
of ignorance, that of poſitive ignorapce, thro? their vain affectation 
of wiſdom and ſcience, and their unwary giving into the tradition 

of men, and the rudiments of the world. | 
The difficulties attending ſuch an aer en as the explain- 
ing any part of the book of Revelation, are dithculties great in them- 
ſelves, and made by far much greater thro' partiality and inveterate 
prejudices ;z but the Holy Scriptures being a fund of light inexhauſ- 
tible, no preachers or miniſters of the Goſpel, ſince the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, ever have or will teach, or explain the Holy Scriptures ſo 
fully and perfectly, as to leave no room for other miniſters after 
them to add ſomewhat to their explanations, more eſpecially as to 
what our Lord, whoſe propheſies are compleat and unlimitted, extend- 
ing to the fulfilling of all things, hath propheſied of, and declared 
to be the ſtate of his church here on earth; for as the time of ful- 
filling all things propheſied hereof is continually drawing towards 
its concluſion, ſo length of time caſts a light on things heretofore 
not diſcernible; and he who diſtinguiſhes between the differences of 
times, will agree with che Holy Scriptures, ſo that herein, if we 
truly and duly confine our view within the limits of human know- 
l-dge of things foretold and come to paſs, we ſhall with patience 
wait for thoſe which are to come. 5 11 ; 
The truth of our Holy Religion, which I ſhall now mention, 1s, 
that ** the church of Chriit ever was, is, and for ever will be mili- 
a tant 
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tant here on earth, ſuch its ſtate, more or leſs, during its whole con- 
tinuance here on this earth; and this is a general truth not to be con- 
tradicted, but by explaining ſome paſſages of Holy Scripture in a 
manner repugnant to the whole tenour thereof, either by wreſting 
propheſies from what is meant thereby, or by limitting them to what 
is only meant in part. 8 n 
We are by the Holy Scriptures forbidden inordinate love of the 
things of this world, and cautioned againſt an unguarded and falſe 
friendſhip with men; for the whole world, as to what is generally prac- 
tiſed in it, lyeth in wickedneſs; inordinate love of the world brings 
men to hate all that is good and virtuous, hence men hated both 
our Lord and his Apoſtles; and he acquainted them that, as his ſer- 
vants, they could not expect to be greater than he, nor to meet 
with better treatment from the world or the good they ſhould do, 
than what he had done; and he encouraged them to bear up againſt 
the oppoſitions and afflictions they ſhould meet with upon the nobleſt 
motives, and told them, that he would give them ſtrength and com- 
fort to overcome theſe oppoſitions, great as they were, and wiſdom, 
that all their adverſaries ſhould not be able to gainſay nor refiſt. 
True it is, tho' atheiſtical perſons in their willing and affected igno- 
rance affirm all times to be the ſame, that this was a very extraordi- 

nary time in the world, a due and full time according to God's de- 
terminate council, for bringing about the redemption of man, and 
other men muſt not expect equal ſtrength and comfort with that 
given to the A and ptimitive ians, as they have not 
equal difficulties and oppoſitions to ſurmount, yet all that will be 
| goCly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt expect not only in ordinary, but in the 
{t of times, ſuch difficulties and oppoſitions in the narrow way 
that leadeth unto life, as require great conſtancy, in ſeeking for com- 
fort and ſtrength to enable them to go thro? difficulties and teinpta- 
tions, and enter into life; for our life here is but a ſtate of tryal, and 
probably more of the many called defeat themſelves of their eternal 
ſalvation. thro* want of due care thereafter, than thro* an ill-ground- 
ed confidence therein. = 
Since the Goſpel was firſt publiſhed to all the world, and the elect 
gathered together by thoſe meſſengers of God the Apoſtles and Pro- 
Phets, or firſt inſpired Preachers thereof, various have been the times 
of its reception; in eral the Princes of this world have been 
more or leſs for eſtabliſhing profeſſions of the Chriſtian faith, as it 
appeared to them to be more or leſs agreeable to their worldly inte- 
reſt; and this hath made them to defend “ with violence, contrary to 
the moſt expreſs will of the Almighty founder, fuch particular pro- 
* Honourable reception of, and due regard for the profeſion of Chriſtianity, is 
the tꝛue and only means to defend the — religion. "__ 
ons 
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8 On ru MILLENNIUM. 
feſſions thereof, as they apprehended were coincident with ſuch their 
intereſt ; and as our Lord declared himſelf a King for the ſake of his 


ehurch above all principalities and powers, and that he had overcome 


the world, and that whoſoever ſhould ſuffer with him, ſhould reign 
with him; hence Kings of this world, inſenſible and regardleſs, how 
hard it is to kick againſt the pricks in oppoſing Almighty power, have 
often oppoſed our Lord, except in thoſe foretold moſt proſperous days 
of Chriſtianity, and that with a jealouſy like that of Herod's ; and 
herein they have been ſeconded as he was by faithleſs and unbeliev- 
ing Prieſts, falſe Prophets, and all the venal tribe of hirelings, who 


have confotmed to the worſt of times, and then propheſied and ſet 


forth deceits and ſmooth things to make the iniquity of ſuch times 
current, while the clergy of the church of this land have in the moſt 
perilous times ſtood in the gap. 

What St. John ſaw of the ſtate of Chriſtianity for a thouſand years, 
I apprehend, was, that thrones and power were given for that ſpace 
of time to good and faithful Chriſtians, to thoſe, who out of regard 
for their religion and ſalvation, ſhould cut themſelves off from the 
enchanting pleaſures of this world, and from the profits that are the 
wages of the iniquity prevailing in it; to thoſe, who would not wor- 
ſhip or idolize tyrants, or their image or likeneſs, nor give any coun- 
tenance to, nor take any part in their oppreſſions of mankind, that 


a a number of ſuch ſucceeding one another, who, thus took their croſs 


and followed their Lord and maſter, were to live and reign with him 
a thouſand years, a ſpace of time that ſhould be the happieſt days of 
Chriſtianity, when numbers of ſuch Chriſtians in their reſpective ſtati- 
ons were thus prieſts of God and of Chriſt, by being ſhining lights 
and fair examples before men, of the bleſſedneſs of that religion they 
profeſſed, and herein eminently happy during that ſpace of time; 
and as all men are loſt in treſpaſſes and ſins, and counted dead before 
God, and. are only quickened, regenerated or raiſed to-a life of vir- 
tue and happineſs but thro* our Saviour's mediation and interceſſion, 
fo the reſt of the dead, the reſt of mortal men, thoſe of them who 
are the remaining number of God's elect, are to live in their firſt re- 
ſurre&ion, their reſurrection from the miſery and fins of their fallen 
nature after the thouſand years were finiſhed, when there ſhould en- 
ſue great deceit, corruption and decreaſe of faith; and when Chriſ- 
tians ſee the enmity and oppolition there is in the world to the faith 
they profeſs come to paſs as foretold, they ſhould be nothing terrifi- 
ed by their numerous adverſaries, to be ſo argues a prevarication in 
them of the faith they profeſs, and that there is wanting in. them 
what is made the bond of their perfectneſs; for how do they who-. 
are terrified by the adverſaries of our religion believe, that Jeſus 
« Chriſt, the author. and finiſher of our faith, is the only and 3 
| * 10 
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* ſon of Gcd, that his kingdom * is not of, but above this world ;, 
« that all power is given unto him in heaven and in earth; that God 
the Father hath ſet him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
alſo in that which is to come, and hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church ; that 
he was loved of the Father before the foundation of the world; 
that he is before all things, and by him all things conſiſt, that he 
was in the beginning, that all things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made; that he is the 
« bleſſed and only potentate; that his throne endureth for ever and 
« ever, that his ſcepter is a ſcepter of righteouſneſs, and that the 
* nation and kingdom that will not ſerve him ſhall periſh ; that he 
« hath a name that no man can read, being that King of Kings and. 
« Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality dwelling in that light, 
«6 
(0 
cc 
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which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee; that he upholds all things by the word of his power, able 

to ſubdue all things to himſelf ; that God the Father hath commit- 

« ted all judgment to him, and hath given the heathen for bis in- 
* heritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion, 
and that from his throne in heaven he doth behold ungodlineſs and 
« wrong” ; that ungodlineſs and wrong that will at. laſt overwhelm 
an incorrigible world, that herein our Lord and Saviour triumphant - 

ly leading captivity captive, limits the power of evil ſpirits, and rules. 
the unruly wills and affections of ſinful men, making all things work. 
together for good to them that love God by the gifts given unto: 
them; that he is gone forth thus conquering - and to conquer, and 
muſt ſo reign till he hath: deſtroyed all enemies, and the laſt enemy 
- death; and when all things ſhall be ſubdued, then this kingdom of 
Chriſt's will be given up at the laſt day, the day of fulfilling and reſ- 
titution of all things, when wicked men, and the angels that left their 
firſt eſtate reſerved for puniſhment, ſhall receive their final doom; 
and when all the Iſrael of God ſhall be ſaved, the righteous, they that 
have done good, ſhall go into everlaſting life, heirs with thoſe that 
have been joined or united by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſhall then 
ſee him, as he is the brightneſs of the glory of God the Father, and: 
the expreſs image of his perſon; and. how that God is all in all, and 
with inceſſant joy for ever adore the bleſſed Trinity, the kingdom of. 
Heaven or of God being fully come unto them. in a new: earth, 


* Of modern teachers, who by their falſe gloſſes have caſt confuſion and darkneſs: 
on the Holy Scriptures, none equal the late Biſhop of Wincheſter, for therein he ex- 
ceeds what any ſcribblivg lady bath written againſt the kingdom and church of Chriſt. 
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wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, where with higheſt pleaſure they will 


do his will, and hallow his name with everlaſting prait-s. 

The righteous, while they are detained in this world, (and a ſucceſſion 
of ſuch in oppoſition to the myſtery ® of iniquity, God will raite 
up till the day of the Revelation of his judgment) are a light unto 
the world, in the fair proof and witneſs that they give of the bleſſed- 
neſs of our Holy Religion, for being the reverſe to tyrants and to 
their idolizers, by ſeeing, and in fact acknowledging, that in their 
ſtation they are but ſervants of others, and that whatſoever of learn- 
ing, valour or riches, their gracious Lord and maſter hath given 
them, he hath given for this purpoſe; and the true Chriſtian is the 
only patriot, whether he be king or ſubject; it is Chritianity, and 


that only, that can preſerve their mutual happineſs ; and from hence 


it was; that men heretofore proved dutiful and reſpectful to their 
Prince, and faithful to the public, their principles of obedience due 
20 Princes being agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, and their prac- 
tiſe agreeable to their principles, they faithfully ſerved, honoured 
and humbly obeyed kings in God and for God, according to his bleſ- 
ſed word and ordinance, as they believed that he overruled all the 
kingdoms of the world from his throne in Heaven, beholding all the 
dwellers on earth, and ruling the hearts of Princes and of People. 
God immenſely good is long ſuffering, and nothing but the ini- 
quity of nations determines him to pull down and to deſtroy ; and 
when this determines him fo to do, nothing can ſave them but their 
repentance and amendment, their boaſted ' confidence in that that is 
endleſs, hurries them on the faſter to their deſtruction ; this is what 
faithful Chriſtians have, and what every faithful Chriſtian doth be- 
lieve in relation to the governments and ſtates of this world ; and the 
hope that he hath of being a glorious and happy citizen in another 
world, makes him a good, a patient and induſtrious citizen in this 
world; and ſuch cannot but be free and happy in their freedom, by 
rendering to God the things that are God's, and to Cæſar the things 
that are Cæſar's; while to nations prophane and wicked, rebclli- 
ous and incorrigible, not to be forewarned, fo given up to their own 
deſtructive ways, not a Prince Þ long tutored in the ſchool of afflic- 
tion could do any good, for the licentiouſneſs and iniquity prevailing 
among ſuch people, is the direct, ſure, and inevitable way to ſlavery, 
which makes the rich and the poor of a country equally miſerable, no 
fave being more unhappy than the ſlave of greatneſs, and from which 
it is only a ſenſe of religion can preſerve them. 
The picty prevailing heretofore in this land, may be ſeen from the 
great regard had of places of worſhip, which are now generally neg- 
lected 
® 8. 'Thei. it. 
+ Not a ſecond Alfred. 
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lected and ſuffered to go to decay, while other buildings ate adorned 

with elegance; and from the care there was taken to maintain and 

ſupport the poor ® in a manner the charity of our religion requires, 

who are now generally left to ſink under an allowance not ſufficient 

to ſuſtain them, or are forced to live herded —— ——— 
i 


che aged and the the cleam and the nafty, gent and the 
idle, under a maſter, who makes a trade of their neceſſity. But here 
it may be objected, and that with reaſon to, that men h re in 


regard to adorning churches fell into ſuperſtition, at leaſt thoſe of the 
church of Rome, who not ſeeing how Chriſt is the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, neither how he blotted 
- out "Go letter of the law, nor how all the members of his body are 
complete in him the head of all principality and power, were beguil- 
ed of the reward or happineſs attending their religion, by being led 
by that corrupt, and cautioned againit doctrine of works of ſuperero- 
gation, or works beſides over and above God's commandments, not 
only into much ſuperſtition, but into that idolatry into which they 
fell; and as to maintenance of the poor, that which ſhould have 
deen a comfortable relief, and a competent ſupport of them, this 
ſuperſtition and exceſs in the givers, and waſte and unfaithfulneſs in 
the appointed diſtributors, made a prey to thoſe whoſe aim and de- 
fignwas to deſtroy and ſpoil, and not to reform, which aim and de- 
ſign made viſible by time, divided Chriſtians in theſe parts of the 
world into two parties, Papiſts and Proteſtants, who with keeneſt eye 
ſeeing each others faults, but blind thro” ſtrong deluſion'to their own, 
have with all bitterneſs vilified ꝓ each other, and ht the reli- 
gion they profeſs into great — before men by their hatred of, 
and malice towards, and their ſcorn and contempt of one another, 
when the bleſſed Founder of their religion had made love of one 
another the peculiar mark or character, whereby all men were to 
i know who were his diſciples. | | 8 
The Papiſts have not only adhered to all the exceſs and errors, 
that length of time and incidents brought in among them without 
any condeſcenſion to others, but have, thro* worldly policy and cun - 
ning, prevailed upon their devotees and bigots to deſtroy with cruel 
periecution thoſe who differed in opinion from them; to oppoſe ſuch 
igantick pride and tyranny is certainly every true Chriſtian's duty; 
bo how hath this oppofition in general been exerted, but by pride, 
cruelty and malice, not inferior to that of Papiſts, and the violent of 
both parties have beſieged the true Catholic Church, thoſe who with 
their fellow members make up that beloved city of Ged, ſuch as 


ny the Holy Apoſtles, the care of maiptaining and fi porting the was 
ſolemnly appointed to be the office and miniſtry of — CES 


t Coloſ. 11. . | 
t Tris bad diſpoſition in them is much fermented and heightened by partial 


Hiſtorians. 
| D out 
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out of fear of God. and love: of mas, will not join the violent of any 
party, elteeming the e ee e ſectary, wich all hig ex- 


rors, far more acceptable and lovely than the turwuſly ® Orthodox; 
and now Gog and Magag, with all earthly or worldly policy and 
ſtrength, will beſiege as Jong as dus world ſhall endure this city of 
God, who is a conſuming fare to. all, who oppoſe and exult themſelvss ? 
Ab ve him. 5 20 1 0 Dal Nef O nollow 5» 4 SID! X 
Ci T hus have I endeavoured to caſt ſome little light on a myſterious 
paſſage of the book of Revelation, the fulleif and laſt prophecy 
given, humbly offering it wich all due deference to others conſidera- 
tion, for herein I advance nothing dogmatically or poſitively, only 
there may be ſaid in behalf of this explanation, which ſhould recom- 
mend it to the conſideration of thoſe, it is principally addreſſed to, 
that it appears agreeable to the opinion of thoſe (bleſſed reformers, 
who compiled the public ſervice of our church; for had:they not be- 
lieved now to be the immediate ſpace of time T between the Milleg- 
nium and the end of the world, all that is advanced by this explana- 
tion, how could they have directed ps to pray, that it would pleaſe 
God of his gracious goodneſs ſhortly to accompliſh the number of 
« his elect, and to haſten his kingdomꝰ ; for they run into no dotage 
about a temporal millennium, a dotage like the temporal reſtoration 
of the Jews, more becoming Judaiſing than true Chriſtians. But af- 
ter all, what will ſignify knowledge without that love which edifieth, 
and is the bond of perfectneis in us? Therefore here ſhall be mention- 
ed what is apprehended chiefly to have deſtroyed this love in thoſe, 
that profeſs themſelves members of the church reformed. © , 
At is molt evident and certain, that by the New Teſtament of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we are forbidden all boaſting of 
knowledge and the being puffed up with pride, upon account thereof 
makes it deſtructive, they who proteſt againſt and diſſent from the 
errors of others, ought not only to know better, but to do better 
than others; and tho? Chriſtians are bound to be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon for what will advance their. religion, and to contend 
earneſtly with unwaried patience for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints, yet how far and how long they are to be carrying on their 
proteſtation againſt, and their diſſent from the errors of others, is 
what they ſhould be careful and cautious in, leaſt thereby they be- 
come equally blind to God's wiſdom and univerſal goodneſs, and to 


Fat 


* i 


— — 
— 


— 


— 


<— ey 


x 
+ 
i 
"Is 
? 
' 
"= 
18 


ad * 


their own faults. | 
The church we belong unto is Catholic, owns itſelf to be but a part 
of the one Catholic and Apoſtolic Church, and expreſſed its proteſta- 
Furiouſneſs is ſuitable to the Heterodox, but not to the Orthodox, the wiſdom 
commanded them is what only becometh them. | | 
+ A time if it is not now, muſt be, 
oo TIONS: Th | tion 
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tion againſt che errors that had in length of time crept into the. Churc 
of Rome: with the temper an 880 becoming Chriſtians, FO 
ing the Church of Rome wil having. done ho mort than what other 
Churches had done before, that is, in length of time to have ert 
by ſaying, that as ® the Church Hieruſalem, Alexandria and An- 
tiock haye erred, ſo alſo the Church of Rome hath. erred, . not 
« only in their living and manner of, ceremonies, but alſo in matters 
2 ich; and every true Chriſtian allowing this bath compaſfon op 
«& wy em. * 03 0341 2 111 . 2 . | 1 4 ap yi — 
Faith, and religion is not nor cannot be otherwiſe than a | poſitive 
inſtitution preſerved by God, the God of peace and order among 3 
eopte that live in unanimity and harmony with, and in love for on 
anather; but proteſtation and diſſent, are wards expteſſive of ich 
diflike' and deteſtarion, as are apt 'to lead inen intg ſtrife and has 
and the continuing very long therein, aud reſting thereon, is a grou 
and means for men to have no religion at all, of a religion the dir 
reverſe'to Chriſtianity ;' the truth ot this appears from what came tp 
aſs here in the time of the grand rebellion; for certainly the nation 
was then 'a nation of Proteſtants ; and from what is paſſing now 
in Poland. ies 2 44 e | 
© The Diſſidents or Diſſenters in Poland, had great reaſon to pro- 
reſt-againſt the Church of Rome, by having experienced the cruelty 
of that Church, which in heighth of pride pretending to infallibility, 
can bear no diſſent from it; the Papiſts in Poland were the original 
cauſe of the miſery prevailing in that country, the miſery that reſults 
from peſtilence and ſword, and from the danger of ſeeking protec- 
tion «from . foreigners z but countries are not ruined by foreigners, 
their ruin always comes from themſelves ; the original debt under, the 
burden of which a nation finks is its original fin and guilt, ariſing 
from the people thereof rendering evil for evil, when the multitude 
of ſins or GE with which.this world abounds, can be no otherwile 
ſuppreſſed or overcome but by the charity or goodneſs pf our Holy 
Religion; and a nation where there is no more in general than the 
bare hypocritical profeſſion thereof, that nation will fall from its true, 
perfect or Chriſtian liberty into ſuch open and ſcandalous prophane- 
neſs and public blood guiltineſs, as calls for divine vengeance to 
afffict and puniſh ſuch a people, by depriving them of their outward 
liberty, and their inward loſs. _. * _— 55 
' The Diffidents in Poland by carrying their reſenting Proteſtaniſm 
too far, and the Papiſts by abiding as they have by their infallibility, 
Article of Religion 19. . 3 
+ The Diſciples of our Lord were called Chriſtians firſt at Antiock, and their aſ- 
ſuming any other name upon account of their religion that is not expreſſive of their 
faith in Jetas Crit, and of their love and cg fas forall Chriians forbidden 
em. 1 Or. 1 14. a 


; have 
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have brought their country to the condition it is in; and it appears, az 
if ſome of theſe Diſſenters were thro* their averſion to Popery for 
turning Mahometans ; and 2 if the Turks had proved victo- 


rious, ſeveral of them would have turned Mahometans. 
The godlineſs of the Goſpel hath the promiſe of the life that now 
is, as well as of that which is to come, and is in the higheſt degree 
romotive of the honour and happineſs of a country, making per- 
ons free and perfectly free, — —— cannot be any how eſta- 
bliſhed in a country withour the order, condeſcenſion and unanimity 
among a people, enjoined by the Goſpel, Licentiouineſs and confu- 
fion in religion muſt be attended with the decay of faith, and that de- 


cay bring in upon the ſtate ® all ſorts of iniquity, oppreſſion, griev- 


ances, tyranny 7, ſlavery, treachery, and rebellion ; and herein, when 
the world's iniquity ſhall be come to its fulneſs, God of his i 

ous ones will # 1 an end thereto; accordingly decay of faith is 
the foretold ſign of the end of the world, but whether ſuch decay is 
general or not, no human eye can ſee; for if a ſcene of reſtleſſneſs 
and diſcontent, exceſs and extravagance, rifling, annoying and de- 
bauching one another, of being without natural affection, of deceiv- 
ing and being deceived, is found to be prevailing in a country hereto- 
fore eminently above other countries for the valour and integrity of 


the men, and for the virtue and * houſewifry of the women; 
yet in ſome other countries the Chriſtian faith may be gaining _ 
y to be 


owever this may be. the Holy Scriptures direct us not on 
any how preſumptuouſly prying into the ſecret councils of God here- 
in, or to be any how anxious about the time of the end of this 
world, a time the good and righteous man is to look for in j 
hope ꝗ for himſelf and others, truſting in God's goodneſs and wiſdom 
herein; accordingly the carefulneſs and watchfulneſs commanded in 
reſpe& of this day, or the day of our death not overtaking us ſud- 
denly and unlooked for, is to be without thoſe melancholy and gloomy 
thoughts, which damp all chearful induſtry in acting a virtuous and 
beneficial part of life. 5h | 

The light of the Holy Scriptures hath eminently ſhone here in this 


country above what it hath in other countries, and our church is the 
pureſt and moſt reformed part of the Catholic Church; but no coun- 


tries, ſo fluctating are the kingdoms and ſtates of this world, have 
reaſon to boaſt of their reformation and the eſtabliſhment thereof, 
even where there are the wiſeſt and beſt, the moſt free and unbiaſſed 


What a traitor to his country, as well as a Judas to his God and Saviour, muſt 
that perſon be, who under colour of a conſcientious regard for liberty, is for de- 
ſtroying all order in the Church, thereby preparing the way for deſtructive licenti- 
ouſneſs and confuſion therein, 


+ Of alt kinds of tyranny, none are fo laſting as the tyranny of a ſet of nume- 


. rous petty tyrants. 
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of Princes, to ſuccour and defend the public profeſſion of the Chriſ- 
tian faith; and where it is likewiſe molt agreeable to general councils, 
the moſt ſolemn occaſional meetings of the church, and of which 
when duly called and met, certainly there 1s the greateſt probability 
of coming neareſt to the truth of any means that can be deviſedg 
notwithſtanding they have erred, for the Church was never irfallt- 
ble“, but when and as it was founded on the Apoſtles and Pr iets, 
Chriſt Jeſus himſclf being the chief corner ſtone. Therefore the 
proper reflection for us to make, is not what ſmall flaw or defect 
there may be in the reformation of our Church, in th? reforming of 
which the reformers acted * to what they believed was 
right; but whether we are worthy of a Church fo near at this diſ- 
tance of time in purity to the primitive Church ; ſuch a way of think- 
ing would afford a proſpect of our being induced © to walk worthy 
% of the vocation wherewith we are called, with all lowlincſs and 
« meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in love, en- 
„ deavouring to keep the unity of ſpririt in the bond of peace 
and this that we may do, God of his infinite mercy grant, &c. 


„The Church not being infallible, doth not take from its due authority and 
power . : 
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